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Media Advocacy and Rural Development Needs of Odegnu Clan: Fogo Process 
Approach in Emohua Local Government Area, Rivers State 

 
Obinna Frank Igwe 
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Abstract 
The study unravelled that rural communities in Nigeria had suffered year of neglect and abandonment 
by successive governments. In it attempts to critically examine the place of media advocacy and its 
capacity to bring to the attention of relevant authorities the nagging development needs of rural 
communities of Odegnu Clan in Emohua Local Government Area of Rivers State. The study used 
survey research method had a population of 28.578 drawn from the communities that make up 
Odegnu Clan. Consequently, sample size of 400 was drawn from the population using the Taro 
Yamani formula. Yet only 380 respondents participated in the study. Data generated through the 
questionnaire were analyzed using tables and percentages. The findings of the study among others 
were requisition for economic development which tops the need hierarchy of Odegnu clan; corporate 
social responsibility (CSR) intervention prove to be responsible for most of the social amenities in 
the area, it was also found that raising consistent media awareness in the development of Odegnu 
Clan and individual engagement through social media platform had help to popularize the challenges 
of their area. The study recommends that journalist should be devoted to media advocacy programs 
in favor of the rural people as enshrined in D
there is need for the inclusion of rural communities in government development policies and the need 
for rural dwellers to be law abiding and peaceful to attract development in their area. 

Keywords: Media advocacy, Rural, Development Needs, Odegnu Clan, Fogo Process Approach  

 
Introduction                                      
Development is highly needed in every human society and any society that have undergone 
various levels of development is considered a product of good governance and media activeness 
in the scene of societal retrogression, stagnation and absence growth. Good governance plays a 
pivotal role in societal development and national building all over the world. According to 
Akpan (2012) observes that communication for development is community specific, hence it 
respects local context, value, culture and facilitates participatory processes to address negative 
component. This explains Nwala et al. (2020) argument on the importance of communication 
in the realization of development in the society is akin to the debate on the effective media on 
the audience. 

Every development strategy should capture basic infrastructural development needs such as 
provision of access good road network, healthcare facilities and central water system, 
agricultural and support programs for farmers, educational and skills development, job creation, 
community engagement, insecurity and conflict resolution among rural indigents and corporate 
organization (Ochonogor, 2019). Embarking on such a program will lead to the improvement 
of the quality of life and economic well-being of the individuals living in Odegnu clan as well 
as rural areas in Nigeria. Conversely, Igwe (2024) argues that it is not enough to say that the 
development is about the provision of social amenities for human well-being but to include 
information that will lead to human development and self-actualization. The neglect of the rural 
environment by the government is actually what kept most rural territory in an underdeveloped 
condition and if the attention of the government and other meaningful revenue driven is not 
sited to drive development, the rural areas will remain undeveloped. He further asserts that the 


